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A perfect way to begin the month was with a stroll through 

the wonderful gardens in Emerald Bay & the adjacent 
neighborhood on our annual Gate & Garden Tour!

Come  Jo in  in   
the  Fun

May 2019

Gate & Garden Tour May 3 

A sold out success! 
By the time you 
read this, our 
2019 tour will 
be in the 
books. Check 
out photos of 
our wonderful 
event on page 
4 and soon 
more will be 
posted on our 
website 
LagunaBeachGardenClub.org 

General Meeting May 10 

Sue Goetz 
The Herb Lover’s Garden  

We are happy to welcome Sue for a 
return engagement. 
Sue is an award-
winning garden 
designer, writer and 
speaker. Last year 
she spoke to us 
about herbs in the 
garden; this year 
we will learn about 
using these herbs 
in the kitchen. Sue’s new book, A 
Taste for Herbs, is a guide to 
seasonings, mixes, and blends from 
an herb lover’s garden (see page 3).      
Laguna Presbyterian Church  

• 9:30 am social  

• 10:00 am meeting 

A Note From the Editor • Dalynn Malek
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Events This Month

I know we are supposed to love 
all creatures in our gardens, but I 
HATE SNAILS! I seem to have a 
bumper crop of them in my garden 
this year, and so far they have 
destroyed several of my favorite 
plants, including a really cute 

Abution Tiger 
Eye I got at the 
Village Nursery 
on one of the 
Trips & Tours 
excursions. 
I roam my yard 
with a can with a 
layer of salt on 

the bottom, plucking the slimy 
creatures from their morning 
noshing spots and gleefully drop 
them into the can to a sudden 
salty death. I can’t keep up, and 
they are winning. I found this 
article that offers numerous ways 
of ridding one’s yard of these 
vile creatures; hopefully it will 
help you too.  
By the way, did I mention that I 
hate snails? 
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-
Rid-of-Snails
Simply click on this link and it 
will take you to Wikihow.com’s 
page. 

Laguna Beach Garden Club 
Weeder’s Digest 

https://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rid-of-Snails
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rid-of-Snails
http://LagunaBeachGardenClub.org
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rid-of-Snails
https://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rid-of-Snails
http://LagunaBeachGardenClub.org


Paying It Forward In Our Community
he best part of being your 
president is giving away club 

money on things we believe in. 

Earlier in the year we gave 
$1,500 checks to each of the 
three school gardens in Laguna 
Beach Unified School District, 
which represents about a third of 
their school garden budgets. I 
personally have been gardening 
at Top of  the World Elementary 
every month with other 
volunteers. It is gratifying to put 
my plant knowledge to work. 

In anticipation of the Arbor Day 
celebrations on Main Beach, we 

donated money to spruce up a 
garden-by-the-sea there that 
includes a plaque with the LBGC 

name on it. Who knew? One more 
civic beautification project we can 
point to with pride. 

At our most recent board meeting, 
we decided to whom we should 
award our scholarships, a 
delightful task because it is an 
opportunity to change lives by 
encouraging education that 
benefits the planet. We selected 
two Laguna Beach High School 
seniors and one student from 
Saddleback Community College. 
All of the applicants are bright and 
dedicated, but we were able to 

President’s Message

make clear choices and reward 
students whose educational 
goals align with our mission. 
So thank YOU for all the times 
you stepped up to volunteer at 
our fundraisers; you have made 
it possible for us to change 
lives.  

See you at the  
May 10 meeting! 

  

T



Sue Goetz ~ The Herb Lover’s Garden
She’ll Share Ways to Use Our Herb Crops in Our Kitchens

ue Goetz, based in 
Washington State and owner 
of Creative Gardener, shares 

her passion for gardening.  Her 
motto ...."inspiring gardeners to 
create" defines all of her talks. 
Hands-on, how to's or simply 
for creative inspiration, her 
down to earth approach is 
shared with audiences all over 
the country.  
Trained in horticulture and 
design, Sue presents topics with 
the factual, trusted knowledge of 
a seasoned gardener. 

“My business grew out of a 
desire to inspire people to grow 
and use gardens with a creative 
eye. In 2004, my garden 
coaching, design, lectures and 
freelance writing became a full-
time business named Creative 
Gardener. I know people have 
many opportunities to learn how 
to garden, but to inspire them by 

what plants and design can truly 
do to make a garden 
their own is what 
drives the work I 
do. I enjoy watching 
that evolution from 
being a gardener who 
buys plants to being a 
gardener who creates 
a garden.” 
 Sue is a garden 
designer, writer and 
speaker. Author of  The 
Herb Lover's Spa Book. 
Through her business 
Creative Gardener, she 
works with clients to 
personalize outdoor spaces-from 
garden coaching the small 
seasonal tasks to full landscape 
design projects. Her garden 
design work has earned gold 
medals at the Northwest Flower 
& Garden Show and the Point 
Defiance Flower and Garden 
show as well as the Fine 
Gardening magazine “Best 
Design” award. Sue was also 
noted as one of the top 50 
garden designers in Northwest 
Home and Garden Magazine 
(March issue 2005 and 2007).  
 She loves the outreach side of 
her work including freelance 
writing, a self-published 
newsletter, horticulture classes, 
public speaking engagements 
and workshops. Sue is certified 
as a professional horticulturalist 
(CPH) with the Washington 
State Nursery Association, is a 

Northwest Horticultural Society 
board member and a member of 
the Garden Writers of America. 
Visit her blog by clicking here: 
https://creativegardener.blog/ 

S

Our club’s creative 
apparel designers have 

come up with a great new 
gardening apron. They 
are available now at the 

general meetings.

May Speaker

https://creativegardener.blog/
https://creativegardener.blog/


2019 Gate & Garden Tour in Emerald Bay & Adjacent 
Neighborhood  Was A Sold Out Success!

It takes a village, or in our case, a 
whole bunch of hard working 
Garden Club members to put on an 
AMAZING garden tour. May 3 was 
a perfect success due to the 
organization of the tour committee 
lead by the unflappable Karen 
Nelson. The tour gardens were 
manicured to perfection & Connie 
Maxsenti’s Arabella Laguna 
looked festive for Cinco de Mayo. 
Tour goers enjoyed margaritas, 
mimosas, tacos & burritos. The 
cookie table overflowed with 
delicious treats accompanied by 
freshly roasted coffee from Chris 

Lutz. The raffle table had a constant 
crowd coveting the fabulous prizes 
Lynn Jax procured from various 
stores and artists in Laguna. The 
4:00 pm drawing was abuzz with 
anticipation as the winning names 
were called. 



Th winner of the raffle’s grand 
prize, two years in a row, Ana 
Sanchez, responds in 
complete shock. That’s one 
lucky gal!



The spectacular gardens behind 
the private gated community in 
North Laguna Beach and 
adjacent neighborhood were 
the venue for this year’s 
Gate & Garden tour.  The 
tour featured 8 homes that 
ranged from an over-the-top 
spectacular Mediterranean 
Villa garden, to several lush 
secret gardens. At the largest 
garden, an additional 
surprise and incredible treat 
for our members, was 
having the homeowner, 
Greg Salmeri, owner of 
Rolling Greens Nursery, 
open his amazing home our 
guests to tour. As if that was 
not enough, Greg provided 
refreshments fit for a king 
for the tour participants to 

enjoy while visiting his home 
and garden. 
One of the new features that 
our tour added this year, was a 

sponsorship by 
The Laguna 
Beach Water 
District who 
chose the 2019 
“Most Waterwise 
Gate & Garden”. 
The winner was 
garden #6, the 
home of Stacy 
Simondi, who 
partnered with her 

landscape designer to create a 
spectacular Zen and waterwise 
landscape. 
Our 400 guests enjoyed the fun 

at Arabella Laguna 
with the most talked 
about “Cadillac 
Margarita” made 
from our sponsor’s 
Tequila Corcel’s 
premium Reposada 
aged 100% agave 
Tequila. Guests 
entered the gardens 
of Arabella and were 
awestruck by the 
quaint beauty and 
the magnificent 
ambiance that is the 
Gate & Garden 
Tour’s claim to 
fame. Guests were 
thrilled with the 
warmth and 
hospitality that was 
offered to them 
during the tour by 
our incredible 
volunteers. This 
year’s raffle was 

part of our year’s “over the 
top” theme with over $7000 of 
prizes for the lucky winners! 
A huge shout out to our major 
sponsor, Tracy & Jeffrey Katz 
for jumping in and becoming a 
huge supporter of our event! 
If you missed the fun this year, 
don’t despair, tickets are 
already on sale on the website 
for the 2020 tour! 

-Karen Nelson

Summing Up Success
Gate & Garden Tour Director



April’s Trips & Tours Took Us to Debbie Sugg’s  
AMAZING Bird & Turtle Friendly Garden

Debbie and Ralph Sugg 
welcomed us into their  
wonderful garden on Friday, April 
26. Members noshed on bagels & 
sipped coffee or mimosas while they meandered through Debbie’s multi-level 
yard, spotting the various species of birds who call her trees their home. 



When it rained, it poured on 
Sherry Stephens at the April 
general meeting. She made the 

beautiful birdcage-themed 
centerpiece for the treat table that 
set the tone for spring. Sherry was 
also selected as April Volunteer of the 

Month for both her table 
arrangement and for welcoming 
our members into her home & 

garden as part of the March Open 
Gardens Happy Hour. 

Thank you Sherry!

Delightful April Showers Covered Our Centerpiece Designer 
& Volunteer of the Month



Each year the Club’s By-Laws are reviewed to ensure that the document is current with the club’s activities. 
At the May 10 meeting, there will be vote to approve the “newly revised” By-Laws.  

Please review the document. 
The items in RED indicate new wording or a new item added. The biggest change is that the Board decided to 

delineate the responsibilities of each board position. We did that using • bullet points. 
Thank you, Lynn Jax, Past President 

 By-Laws  
of  

Laguna Beach Garden Club, Inc. 

ARTICLE I – Objectives of the Club 
The organization shall be known as the Laguna Beach Garden Club (LBGC). The objectives of the 
LBGC are to promote our Mission Statement: 
  
Laguna Beach Garden Club is a service organization, committed to the advancement of gardening, 
horticulture, ecology, and conservation through education and participation in related community 
projects.  

The LBGC may also provide financial support of educational and environmental projects and civic 
beautification in compliance with the annual budget. 

ARTICLE II – Venue 
The principal venue for the transaction of the business of the Laguna Beach Garden Club is hereby fixed 
and located in the City of Laguna Beach, County of Orange, State of California. 

ARTICLE III – Membership 
Section 1. Any adult interested in actively participating in the objectives for which the LBGC is formed 
is eligible for membership. 

Section 2. A Life Membership may be awarded to a member who has served the Club with distinction 
for a period of ten (10) or more years.  This award is to be approved by the Board. 

Section 3. Membership Lists, including those in the Membership Book, shall be for the exclusive and 
personal use of the members, and shall not be distributed to non-members or used for business/marketing 
purposes. 
  
ARTICLE IV – Meetings of Membership 
Section 1. The general meeting of the LBGC shall be held on the second Friday of each month from 
September through May unless otherwise ordered by the Board.  In the event of a conflicting holiday, the 
meeting day can be changed by the Board.  

Section 2. Special meetings of the membership may be called upon vote of the Board. 

By-Law Changes Will Be Voted Upon At The May Meeting



Section 3. During the general meeting in May, the annual reports of the President and Treasurer shall be 
presented and the newly elected Board of Directors shall be installed. 
  
Section 4. The quorum of the LBGC shall be two-thirds (2/3) of members in attendance at a general or 
special meeting. 

Section 5. A Budget Committee (to include the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, 
Director of Ways and Means, and up to two [2] members at large) shall be appointed by the President 
and the Board and announced at the January general meeting. The Budget meeting shall occur in January 
or within the first week of February, and the proposed Budget presented at the February Board meeting 
for approval. The proposed Budget appears in the March Newsletter for the general membership to view; 
in addition, prior to the March general meeting, the proposed Budget shall be sent to all members via 
email. The proposed Budget shall be presented to the general membership at the March meeting for 
approval. 

Section 6. Notice of general and special meetings shall be emailed to members and posted on the 
website. 

ARTICLE V – Board of Directors  
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording 
Secretary, Financial Secretary, Past President, and the Directors of: Membership, Ways & Means, Gate & 
Garden Tour, Media Publicity, and Website. All Board positions may be shared. 

Section 2.  All Board members shall cast one vote each, with the exception of Co-Directors who shall 
share one vote. 

Section 3. The control and management of the affairs, funds and property of LBGC shall be vested in the 
Board of Directors.   

Section 4. Any board member can be removed from a position for cause by a 2/3 vote of the Board, if 
said member fails to fulfill the tasks of the office. 

Section 5. Vacancies on the Board shall occur upon lapse of membership or resignation from the Board.  
A vacancy may be declared by the Board upon unanimous vote of the other members of the Board. 

Section 6. In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the remaining members shall elect by majority vote a 
substitute Director who will serve until the next regular election is held. 

Section 7. Regular monthly meetings of the Board shall be held on the fourth Monday of each month, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Board.  Special meetings of the Board may be called by mail, email, or 
phone. 

Section 8 Quorum shall consist of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board of Directors. 
Section 9. No member of the Board shall incur any indebtedness to the club, unless authorized by a 
majority vote of the Board or Standing Rules. 



Section 10. Board members will avoid making autonomous decisions that deviate and appreciatively 
affect the previously agreed-upon procedures and practices of the Club without prior notification to 
the Board. 

ARTICLE VI – Annual Elections of Board of Directors 
Section 1. The Board shall be elected by the membership at the general meeting in April of each year.  
The Board shall hold office for one (1) year or until their successors are elected, installed, or 
appointed.  Two (2) years of club membership shall be a requisite for nomination for President. Term 
limits for President and Treasurer shall be two (2) consecutive years or until their successors are 
elected or appointed. 

Section 2.  The Nominating Committee for Board members shall be chaired by the Past President and 
up to two (2) other members, as necessary. 

Section 3. The Nominating Committee shall submit a list of Board candidates to the membership prior 
to the general April meeting, and the election of the candidates shall occur at the general meeting in 
April. 

Section 4. Election of Board members shall be by majority oral vote of the membership attending the 
April general meeting.   

ARTICLE VII – Board Member Responsibilities   

Section 1.  The President shall: 
• preside at all meetings 
• have general supervision of the affairs of the Club 
• sign all contracts and other instruments authorized by the Board with the Treasurer 
• be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee 
• have keys and username/password to all of the properties of LBGC 
• be authorized to sign checks and use LBGC debit card 
• oversee the Membership Book 
• send thank you letters that indicate the amount donated & level of sponsorship to all 

sponsors of LBGC at end of garden club year (May/June) 

Section 2. The Vice President shall:  
• arrange programs and/or speakers for each general meeting 
• preside over the Board and general meetings in the absence of the President, unless 

otherwise designated 
• be authorized to use LBGC debit card 
• serve as an assistant to the President, as needed 
• create the Club calendar of events for upcoming year for approval by the Board 
• provide a monthly diagram of the required layout for the general meeting room to the 

facility representative at the meeting site responsible 
• bring materials to the meeting room and set up materials to expedite facility presentation 

for speaker and members 
• complete Facility Agreement with venue and Certificate of Liability for insurance 



Section 3. The Treasurer shall:  
• follow required procedures and due dates as prescribed in the Treasurer’s Toolbox listed on 

www.californiagardenclubs.com  — under Forms, in order for LBGC to maintain its 501(c)(3) 
status, liability insurance, tax exemptions, raffle eligibility, dues, sales and income tax reports, 
and membership in CGCI  

• collect, deposit, and disburse funds of LBGC under the direction of the Board 
• ensure online and credit card sales are deposited 
• pay monthly bills and budgeted items 
• present a complete explanation of expenditures and income for the month at the Board meetings 
• share the approved monthly financial report with the Financial Secretary and the bookkeeper 
• work closely with the independent professional bookkeeper who manages the Club’s financial 

records 
• oversee the preparation and filing of annual taxes in coordination with the bookkeeper and CPA 
• prepare items for the Budget Committee meeting for the upcoming year 
• present fiscal analysis of the Club’s assets and liabilities, annually or as requested by the Board  
• assist with the collection of dues at the April and may general meetings in coordination with the 

Financial Secretary and Director of Membership 
  
Section 4. The Recording Secretary shall:  

• write the minutes for Board meetings and submit them prior to the following Board meeting for 
approval  

• write the minutes for general meeting votes 
• be a custodian of all records 
• keep a running inventory of all LBGC property and a record of its location 
• keep a copy of the By-Laws of the Club 
• provide the minutes of past Board meetings and votes at general meetings to the members 
• provide the minutes for posting on the Members Only section of the website 

Section 5. The Financial Secretary shall: 
• receive, track, and record all cash deposits, requests for checks and reimbursement, then 

forward said items to the Treasurer for deposit, creating a report to be presented at the Board 
meetings 

• verify bank transactions online 
• collect dues at the April and May general meetings in coordination with the Treasurer and 

Director of Membership 

Section 6. The Past President shall: 
• be an advisor to the Board 
• chair the By-Laws Committee, Nominating Committee, and act as Parliamentarian 

Section 7. The Director of Membership shall:  
• collect dues at the April and May general meetings in coordination with the Treasurer and 

Financial Secretary 
• collect new and renewing membership applications 
• maintain and update the official membership roster 
• present information about new members to the Board 

http://www.californiagardenclubs.com
http://www.californiagardenclubs.com


• introduce new members at general meetings 
• plan the annual New Member Luncheon 
• order nametags for members 
• have the option to establish and oversee the Welcome Committee for new members 

Section 8. The Director of Ways and Means shall: 
• be in charge of all fundraising activities with the exception of the Gate & Garden Tour and 

Raffles 
• maintain an inventory of purchases and a record of sales for accounting purposes                                                               
• organize and manage the February Container Garden Auction  
• order and replenish items sold at meetings, special events, and Gate & Garden Tour 

Section 9. The Director of the Gate & Garden Tour shall: 
• be in charge of the annual fundraising for the Gate & Garden Tour 
• oversee the recording and distribution of tickets 
• develop a budget for approval and track expenses 
• oversee the securing of sponsors and advertisers 
• scout, secure gardens, and plan the route 
• ensure the project is on schedule 
• assemble a committee of chairs and assist as needed 
• oversee the production of the tour brochure, promotional flyers, and postcards 
• send informational letters and thank you notes to garden owners and Points of Interest (POI) 
• may provide a souvenir for garden owners at his/her discretion 

Section 10. The Director of Media Publicity shall: 
• promote all club events with the local media, except for the Gate & Garden Tour   
• provide additional news items to the local media, such as notifications of donations and 

community work from time to time 
• oversee the local media contact list, ensuring it is up-to-date 
• write press releases and event notifications and take or secure photos 
• submit, in a timely manner, releases/event notifications to local print and online news media 

(e.g., StuNews Laguna, LB Independent) and, potentially, to local blogs (e.g., Best of Laguna 
Beach) 

• input releases/event notifications to free online calendars and event listings (e.g., Nextdoor, 
LB Independent Calendar, LB Patch Calendar) 

• share any local media coverage with Board members 
• propose to the Gate & Garden Tour Publicity Chair any potentially shared G&GT media 

publicity responsibilities   
• share press releases and event notifications with the Club’s Constant Contact coordinator, 

Newsletter Editor, Website Director, Facebook and Instagram managers 

Section 11: The Director of the Website shall: 
• oversee all content on the website (text, headlines, photos, graphics), ensuring it is accurate 

and up-to-date  
• write the text and headlines for the website or secure write-ups from others, editing as needed 
• take the photos for the website or secure them from others 



• place content in appropriate sections or subsections of the website so it is easy to find from the 
users’ point of view  

• work directly and regularly with the outside company that hosts the website to post content   
• have the option to be trained by the website company to post simple updates and additions 

Section 12. The Board members shall perform such other duties as they may designate.  

Section 13: The Board members shall review and update, as needed, their list of responsibilities in the By-
Laws annually and provide said updates to the Past President. 

ARTICLE VIII – Membership Dues 
Section 1: The membership dues shall be established by the Board of Directors and shall be set forth in 
the Standing Rules. 

Section 2: Annual dues shall be payable April through January. 

Section 3: Partial-year dues shall be payable February through March. 

ARTICLE IX – Monies 
Section 1. No member of the Board or club member shall enter into any contract on behalf of LBGC or 
obligate LBGC financially or otherwise without the approval of the Board. Expenditure limits requiring 
Board and/or membership approval shall be established by the Board of Directors and shall be set forth in 
the Standing Rules. 

Section 2. No assessments, other than dues, shall be made against members without Board approval. 

Section 3. A Reserve Fund in the amount of $30,000.00 shall be retained in a separate savings account or 
certificate of deposit; expenditures from which may be made only after the following requirements have 
been met: 

• The proposed plan of expenditure must be presented at a Board meeting and put to a vote. 
• The proposed plan shall be presented, discussed, and voted on at the next general meeting. A 

two-thirds (2/3) vote of all members present shall be required for adoption.  
• Interest from the Reserve Fund may be used for general club expenses.  
• Reserve Fund balance shall be evaluated by the Board annually.  
• In case of an emergency, the Board of Directors, with an unanimous vote of all available Board 

members, shall be able to access funds prior to the next general meeting and then present it to 
the general membership for a vote. 

Section 4. The Treasurer’s books shall be reviewed at the end of each club year by an independent auditor. 
The report shall be presented to the Board of Director by the Treasurer, and a copy filed with the 
Recording Secretary. 
Section 5. No member shall have any right, title or interest in any of the LBGC property or assets, 
including any earnings or investment income of this club, nor shall any of such property or assets be 
distributed to any member on dissolution or winding up thereof. Any assets remaining on termination of 
LBGC shall be distributed to California Garden Clubs, Inc., and shall be designated for scholarships. 



Section 6. Procedures and practices for managing and disbursing all monies shall be reviewed annually 
by the Treasurer and Financial Secretary, and approved by the Board, as set forth in the Standing Rules. 

ARTICLE X – Guests and Non-Members at General Meetings 
Section 1. Members are encouraged to bring guests to the general meetings. 

Section 2. Guests and non-members may attend the general meetings twice during any single Club year.  

ARTICLE XI—Special Administrators 
Special Administrator positions may be established or discontinued by action of the Board. 

ARTICLE XII – Order of Business  
Section 1. The order of business for a general membership meeting shall be: 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
• An announcement that the minutes of the previous Board meeting and Treasurer’s Report 

shall be printed and made available. 
• Reports of the Board and Committees 
• Other Announcements 
• Program 

Section 2. The order of business for a Board meeting shall be:  
• Presentation of prior month’s Board minutes for approval 
• Treasurer’s Report  
• Board Member and Special Administrator Reports  
• Unfinished Business 
• New Business 

ARTICLE XIII – Parliamentary Authority  
Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary authority for the LBGC in all 
business procedures where it does not conflict with these By-Laws and Standing Rules.  

ARTICLE XIV – Amendments  
Section 1. The Past President shall review the By-Laws annually for potential updates and form a By-
Laws Committee if needed. 

Section 2. The By-Laws Committee shall be chaired by the Past President and consist of at least two 
other members. 

Section 3: The Past President shall present any updates to the By-Laws to the Board for its approval, no 
later than the April Board meeting. 

Section 4. The revised By-Laws shall be sent to the general membership via Constant Contact and 
LBGC Newsletter.  

Section 5: The Past President shall present the recommended updates to the membership for a vote at the 
next general meeting. 



ARTICLE XV – Requirements to be exempt as an Organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code  
Section 1. Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes, 
including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify under section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Section 2. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable 
to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be 
authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments 
and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. 

Section 3. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, 
or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene 
in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in 
opposition to any candidate for public office. 

Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization shall not carry on any 
other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal 
tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Section 5. Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt 
purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding 
section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or 
local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a 
Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then 
located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall 
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. Such assets not so disposed 
of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office 
of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or 
organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such 
purposes. 

ARTICLE XVI – External Website Links  
Links on the LBGC website to external organizations shall be consistent with the club’s Mission 
Statement, policies and programs. 

By-Laws Revision History 
• April 1997  • November 2000 • March 2003 • April 2007 • December 2008 
• December 2009 • April 2013  • April 2016 • May 2017 • May 2018  • May 2019 



The Standing Rules of Laguna Beach Garden Club, Inc. 

1. Annual dues for a single member are sixty-five dollars ($65.00), payable April through January. 

2. Partial-year dues are thirty dollars ($30.00), payable February through March. 

3. A member’s name may not appear in the annual Membership Book if dues are paid after June 1.  

4. Any expenditure of more than three-hundred dollars ($300.00), other than regular monthly expenses, 
shall be presented to the Board for approval prior to the expenditure. 

5. Applicable LBGC forms with receipts included are required for reimbursement. 

6. The President, Treasurer, and Vice President shall have full access to view all LBGC accounts; the 
Financial Secretary and bookkeeper shall have access to view all LBGC accounts. 

7. The new Board shall be installed at the May general meeting. 

8. The transition to a newly installed Board of Directors shall take place at the close of the last Board 
meeting of the year, with the exception of the Treasurer, whose terms closes at the end of the fiscal year, 
June 30. 

9. Valuable papers shall be kept safe by a member of the Board. 

10. The Standing Rules can be amended as deemed by the Board of Directors. 

Standing Rules Revised May 2019 

This beautiful sunset at 
Woods Cove is a little eye 
relief for those who read all of 
the By-Laws!

PO Box 362 Laguna Beach, CA 92652
www.LagunaBeachGardenClub.org
501(c)(3) Charitable Organization  

Don’t forget to visit our 
AMAZING website for more 
information and photographs of 
our club’s activities including 
tons of photographs from the 
2019 Gate & Garden Tour. 

www.LagunaBeachGardenClub.org

http://www.Laguna
http://www.Laguna
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	The spectacular gardens behind the private gated community in North Laguna Beach and adjacent neighborhood were the venue for this year’s Gate & Garden tour.  The tour featured 8 homes that ranged from an over-the-top spectacular Mediterranean Villa garden, to several lush secret gardens. At the largest garden, an additional surprise and incredible treat for our members, was having the homeowner, Greg Salmeri, owner of Rolling Greens Nursery, open his amazing home our guests to tour. As if that was not enough, Greg provided refreshments fit for a king for the tour participants to enjoy while visiting his home and garden.
	One of the new features that our tour added this year, was a sponsorship by The Laguna Beach Water District who chose the 2019 “Most Waterwise Gate & Garden”. The winner was garden #6, the home of Stacy Simondi, who partnered with her landscape designer to create a spectacular Zen and waterwise landscape.
	Our 400 guests enjoyed the fun at Arabella Laguna with the most talked about “Cadillac Margarita” made from our sponsor’s Tequila Corcel’s premium Reposada aged 100% agave Tequila. Guests entered the gardens of Arabella and were awestruck by the quaint beauty and the magnificent ambiance that is the Gate & Garden Tour’s claim to fame. Guests were thrilled with the warmth and hospitality that was offered to them during the tour by our incredible volunteers. This year’s raffle was part of our year’s “over the top” theme with over $7000 of prizes for the lucky winners!
	A huge shout out to our major sponsor, Tracy & Jeffrey Katz for jumping in and becoming a huge supporter of our event!
	If you missed the fun this year, don’t despair, tickets are already on sale on the website for the 2020 tour!
	-Karen Nelson
	By-Laws
	of
	Laguna Beach Garden Club, Inc.
	ARTICLE I – Objectives of the Club
	The organization shall be known as the Laguna Beach Garden Club (LBGC). The objectives of the LBGC are to promote our Mission Statement:
	Laguna Beach Garden Club is a service organization, committed to the advancement of gardening, horticulture, ecology, and conservation through education and participation in related community projects.
	The LBGC may also provide financial support of educational and environmental projects and civic beautification in compliance with the annual budget.
	ARTICLE II – Venue
	The principal venue for the transaction of the business of the Laguna Beach Garden Club is hereby fixed and located in the City of Laguna Beach, County of Orange, State of California.
	ARTICLE III – Membership
	Section 1. Any adult interested in actively participating in the objectives for which the LBGC is formed is eligible for membership.
	Section 2. A Life Membership may be awarded to a member who has served the Club with distinction for a period of ten (10) or more years.  This award is to be approved by the Board.
	Section 3. Membership Lists, including those in the Membership Book, shall be for the exclusive and personal use of the members, and shall not be distributed to non-members or used for business/marketing purposes.
	ARTICLE IV – Meetings of Membership
	Section 1. The general meeting of the LBGC shall be held on the second Friday of each month from September through May unless otherwise ordered by the Board.  In the event of a conflicting holiday, the meeting day can be changed by the Board.
	Section 2. Special meetings of the membership may be called upon vote of the Board.
	Section 3. During the general meeting in May, the annual reports of the President and Treasurer shall be presented and the newly elected Board of Directors shall be installed.
	Section 4. The quorum of the LBGC shall be two-thirds (2/3) of members in attendance at a general or special meeting.
	Section 5. A Budget Committee (to include the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Director of Ways and Means, and up to two [2] members at large) shall be appointed by the President and the Board and announced at the January general meeting. The Budget meeting shall occur in January or within the first week of February, and the proposed Budget presented at the February Board meeting for approval. The proposed Budget appears in the March Newsletter for the general membership to view; in addition, prior to the March general meeting, the proposed Budget shall be sent to all members via email. The proposed Budget shall be presented to the general membership at the March meeting for approval.
	Section 6. Notice of general and special meetings shall be emailed to members and posted on the website.
	ARTICLE V – Board of Directors
	Section 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Past President, and the Directors of: Membership, Ways & Means, Gate & Garden Tour, Media Publicity, and Website. All Board positions may be shared.
	Section 2.  All Board members shall cast one vote each, with the exception of Co-Directors who shall share one vote.
	Section 3. The control and management of the affairs, funds and property of LBGC shall be vested in the Board of Directors.
	Section 4. Any board member can be removed from a position for cause by a 2/3 vote of the Board, if said member fails to fulfill the tasks of the office.
	Section 5. Vacancies on the Board shall occur upon lapse of membership or resignation from the Board.  A vacancy may be declared by the Board upon unanimous vote of the other members of the Board.
	Section 6. In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the remaining members shall elect by majority vote a substitute Director who will serve until the next regular election is held.
	Section 7. Regular monthly meetings of the Board shall be held on the fourth Monday of each month, unless otherwise ordered by the Board.  Special meetings of the Board may be called by mail, email, or phone.
	Section 8 Quorum shall consist of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board of Directors.
	Section 9. No member of the Board shall incur any indebtedness to the club, unless authorized by a majority vote of the Board or Standing Rules.
	Section 10. Board members will avoid making autonomous decisions that deviate and appreciatively affect the previously agreed-upon procedures and practices of the Club without prior notification to the Board.
	ARTICLE VI – Annual Elections of Board of Directors
	Section 1. The Board shall be elected by the membership at the general meeting in April of each year.  The Board shall hold office for one (1) year or until their successors are elected, installed, or appointed.  Two (2) years of club membership shall be a requisite for nomination for President. Term limits for President and Treasurer shall be two (2) consecutive years or until their successors are elected or appointed.
	Section 2.  The Nominating Committee for Board members shall be chaired by the Past President and up to two (2) other members, as necessary.
	Section 3. The Nominating Committee shall submit a list of Board candidates to the membership prior to the general April meeting, and the election of the candidates shall occur at the general meeting in April.
	Section 4. Election of Board members shall be by majority oral vote of the membership attending the April general meeting.
	ARTICLE VII – Board Member Responsibilities
	Section 1.  The President shall:
	Section 2. The Vice President shall:
	Section 3. The Treasurer shall:
	Section 4. The Recording Secretary shall:
	Section 5. The Financial Secretary shall:
	Section 6. The Past President shall:
	Section 7. The Director of Membership shall:
	Section 8. The Director of Ways and Means shall:
	Section 9. The Director of the Gate & Garden Tour shall:
	Section 10. The Director of Media Publicity shall:
	Section 11: The Director of the Website shall:
	Section 12. The Board members shall perform such other duties as they may designate.
	Section 13: The Board members shall review and update, as needed, their list of responsibilities in the By-Laws annually and provide said updates to the Past President.
	ARTICLE VIII – Membership Dues
	Section 1: The membership dues shall be established by the Board of Directors and shall be set forth in the Standing Rules.
	Section 2: Annual dues shall be payable April through January.
	Section 3: Partial-year dues shall be payable February through March.
	ARTICLE IX – Monies
	Section 1. No member of the Board or club member shall enter into any contract on behalf of LBGC or obligate LBGC financially or otherwise without the approval of the Board. Expenditure limits requiring Board and/or membership approval shall be established by the Board of Directors and shall be set forth in the Standing Rules.
	Section 2. No assessments, other than dues, shall be made against members without Board approval.
	Section 3. A Reserve Fund in the amount of $30,000.00 shall be retained in a separate savings account or certificate of deposit; expenditures from which may be made only after the following requirements have been met:
	Section 4. The Treasurer’s books shall be reviewed at the end of each club year by an independent auditor. The report shall be presented to the Board of Director by the Treasurer, and a copy filed with the Recording Secretary.
	Section 5. No member shall have any right, title or interest in any of the LBGC property or assets, including any earnings or investment income of this club, nor shall any of such property or assets be distributed to any member on dissolution or winding up thereof. Any assets remaining on termination of LBGC shall be distributed to California Garden Clubs, Inc., and shall be designated for scholarships.
	Section 6. Procedures and practices for managing and disbursing all monies shall be reviewed annually by the Treasurer and Financial Secretary, and approved by the Board, as set forth in the Standing Rules.
	ARTICLE X – Guests and Non-Members at General Meetings
	Section 1. Members are encouraged to bring guests to the general meetings.
	Section 2. Guests and non-members may attend the general meetings twice during any single Club year.
	ARTICLE XI—Special Administrators
	Special Administrator positions may be established or discontinued by action of the Board.
	ARTICLE XII – Order of Business
	Section 1. The order of business for a general membership meeting shall be:
	Section 2. The order of business for a Board meeting shall be:
	ARTICLE XIII – Parliamentary Authority
	Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary authority for the LBGC in all business procedures where it does not conflict with these By-Laws and Standing Rules.
	ARTICLE XIV – Amendments
	Section 1. The Past President shall review the By-Laws annually for potential updates and form a By-Laws Committee if needed.
	Section 2. The By-Laws Committee shall be chaired by the Past President and consist of at least two other members.
	Section 3: The Past President shall present any updates to the By-Laws to the Board for its approval, no later than the April Board meeting.
	Section 4. The revised By-Laws shall be sent to the general membership via Constant Contact and LBGC Newsletter.
	Section 5: The Past President shall present the recommended updates to the membership for a vote at the next general meeting.
	ARTICLE XV – Requirements to be exempt as an Organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
	Section 1. Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
	Section 2. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof.
	Section 3. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.
	Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
	Section 5. Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. Such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.
	ARTICLE XVI – External Website Links
	Links on the LBGC website to external organizations shall be consistent with the club’s Mission Statement, policies and programs.
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	The Standing Rules of Laguna Beach Garden Club, Inc.
	1. Annual dues for a single member are sixty-five dollars ($65.00), payable April through January.
	2. Partial-year dues are thirty dollars ($30.00), payable February through March.
	3. A member’s name may not appear in the annual Membership Book if dues are paid after June 1.
	4. Any expenditure of more than three-hundred dollars ($300.00), other than regular monthly expenses,
	shall be presented to the Board for approval prior to the expenditure.
	5. Applicable LBGC forms with receipts included are required for reimbursement.
	6. The President, Treasurer, and Vice President shall have full access to view all LBGC accounts; the Financial Secretary and bookkeeper shall have access to view all LBGC accounts.
	7. The new Board shall be installed at the May general meeting.
	8. The transition to a newly installed Board of Directors shall take place at the close of the last Board meeting of the year, with the exception of the Treasurer, whose terms closes at the end of the fiscal year, June 30.
	9. Valuable papers shall be kept safe by a member of the Board.
	10. The Standing Rules can be amended as deemed by the Board of Directors.
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